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Dear Families, 
 
What a busy couple of weeks it has been.  Life at St Mary’s is certainly filled with lots of fun and exciting 
learning adventures, both within the classroom and in the various extra-curricular activities provided at St 
Mary’s.  It has been wonderful to see the staff and students getting to know each other and build their 
relationships.  The Prep students have settled so well into their classrooms and are already very keen 
learners. 

 
St Mary’s is certainly an active school community with a focus on physical activity an 
important component of school life.  The upcoming Walk / Ride to School Day and our 

involvement in the district swimming carnival and interschool sport are terrific examples of this.  
 
Congratulations to the students who were selected to represent St Mary’s in the swimming 
team.  Thanks to Mr Lappin for his organisation of this and early morning sessions at the pool 
and to the teachers who had breakfast ready and waiting for those participating. 
 
As you were informed previously, a great deal of time this week has been spent on Literacy testing with 
students.  Whilst it is time consuming, the information gained through these 1:1 sessions provides valuable 
information in regards to students’ abilities and areas for further learning.  Teachers will be analysing this data 
during staff and professional learning team meetings next week and the information used to inform individual 
learning needs, student groupings AND classroom programs. 
 
I am certainly looking forward to meeting many of you at our beginning of the year celebration on 22nd 
February and seeing the Captains and Social Justice Leaders receive their badges.  What a special occasion 
for those families!  Hopefully these lovely balmy evenings will stay with us for the next couple of weeks and we 
will be blessed with a pleasant night.  Further details can be found in the reminder section of this newsletter, 
so please reply asap so that the Parents and Friends’ can organise catering.  

 
A Care Monkey message has been posted relating to the Code of Conduct for all members of the 
school community.  This is an important document as it clearly outlines the expected behaviours 
underpinning the relationships and interactions between families and school staff.  

Acknowledgement of reading this Code and agreement to abide by it are required under Ministerial Order No. 
870 which encompasses Child Safe Standards.  
 
In accordance with this Code, I take the opportunity to remind parents that it is an expectation and requirement 
that all staff are to be spoken to in a respectful manner.  Teaching and non-teaching staff are committed to 
providing the best possible learning opportunities and environment for your children.  If you have any concerns 
about any issue relating to school matters we encourage you to talk to the relevant person, however this 
needs to be in an appropriate tone and manner. 
 
During the next couple of weeks there are 2 very important events for St Mary’s School.  Firstly, the principal 
position will be advertised from tomorrow.  Hopefully, just the right person to lead the school will be amongst 
those who apply!  Please keep the Appointment Panel in your prayers as they move through this very 
important process of selecting the incoming principal.  Secondly, Bishop Mark Edwards will be coming to our 
school on Monday, 2nd March as part of his parish visitation.  He will be going into classrooms and meeting 
with students and staff.  We look forward to welcoming him to St Mary’s. 
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This newsletter contains some important information and reminders for parents so please take the time to read 
carefully and don’t hesitate to contact the school if you have any questions. 
 
Regards, 
Kerin Thorneloe 
Acting Principal 
 
REMINDERS: 
 
Welcome Mass and BBQ: 
I know that all families received notification via CareMonkey with information relating to our beginning of the 
year celebration on Saturday, 22nd February commencing at 6 pm.  Please indicate your attendance via the 
response sheet provided so that appropriate catering can be arranged. 
 
Students with anaphylactic and allergy students: 
We have a number of students in our school who are anaphylactic or allergic, which means they have serious 
allergic reactions.  In our particular case most of our students have an allergy to nuts but also to eggs, shell 
and white fish, salmon, kiwi fruit and legumes among other things.  If these students eat or in some case, 
touch any food products that contain any of these foods or traces of these foods they could be put into a life 
threatening situation.  We are asking for your co-operation particularly if one of these students is in your child’s 
class, that NO sharing of food takes place.  These students are well aware of what they can eat but if you 
reinforce with your own child that these children are not able to ‘eat’ everything that other children can and to 
please not share food with them.  On special occasion days e.g. birthdays, class teachers will have a ‘treat’ 
that these students can eat.  Students in the following classes have a diagnosed allergic condition and 
therefore are more susceptible to a reaction:  
 

5/6CT / 5/6T / 5/6H / 3/4HK / 1/2G / 1/2B / 3/4K / 3/4B / Prep L / Prep D 
 

Supervision of students: 
I have noticed that an increasing number of families are sending their children to school before playground 
duty commences at 8.30 am.  Supervision for these students cannot be provided for students prior to this time 
as staff are preparing for the day ahead.    I recognise that occasionally there may be a reason for needing to 
drop your child off a little bit earlier but this needs to be discussed with either Marg Masseni or myself.  From 
Monday, parents who send their children to school prior to supervision commencing will be contacted seeking 
an explanation.  If you have ongoing work commitments that require your child to be at school prior to 8.30 am 
please contact Out of School Hours Care about enrolling your child. Details of this service are on the flyer later 
in this newsletter. 
 

Car Parking: 
It has been brought to our attention that some families are not parking in appropriate spaces 
during drop-off and pick-up times.  You are reminded that it is illegal to park across driveways, 

on the nature strip or on private property when delivering or collecting your child.  I know that council officers 
are patrolling on a regular basis and families may receive a fine.  Additionally, and more importantly, parking in 
these areas puts all students at an additional risk of injury.  Your co-operation with this would be much 
appreciated. 
 
Upcoming assemblies, prayer assemblies and class & whole school masses 
Monday 17th February: School Assembly – 3/4K 
Friday 21st February: Class Mass – Prep L & D 
Monday 24th February: Prayer Assembly in the church – Leadership Team 
Wednesday 26th February – Ash Wednesday Whole School Mass 

 
Farewell Sarah 
In 2019, we were lucky to have Speech Pathologist, Sarah Basile, work at our school for 2 
days per week. This year Sarah has decided to move to Canada for a few years to see what 
exciting adventures she can have there. We are very grateful for the great contribution 

Sarah made to St Mary’s in such a short space of time and we wish her all the best for her life in Canada. 
 
Welcome Violeta 
In 2020, we have been very fortunate to have the services of Ms Violetta Bassovitch, a certified practising 
Speech Pathologist. Violetta will be mainly working in the junior school on Thursdays and Fridays. We feel so 
lucky to have someone with Violetta’s expertise working with us and know that she has valuable information 
and skills to share with all of us.  
 



 

PRINCIPALS AWARDS WEEK BEGINNING 4th FEBRUARY, 2020 

PREP D Iris C for her excellent listening skills and eager participation in class 

PREP L Aisha T for her enthusiastic start to school life at St Mary’s 

YEAR 1/2B Ashton R for being a positive and friendly role model to all his new class members 

YEAR 1/2G Alyssa C for her positive and enthusiastic start to the year 

YEAR 1/2S Lani G for her enthusiastic start to the year 

YEAR 3/4B Krystal K for settling into 3/4B and St Mary’s in a positive and enthusiastic manner 

YEAR 3/4HK Jordan K for bravely starting at a new school 

YEAR 3/4K Nathan T for settling into 3/4K in an enthusiastic manner 

YEAR 3/4L Georgia M for a positive and enthusiastic start to the year 

YEAR 5/6CT Adrian B for his keen and enthusiastic start to the school year 

YEAR 5/6H KeyonDre F for his enthusiastic start to the year 

YEAR 5/6T Jacob B for making a positive and enthusiastic start to the year in 5/6T 

 
 

 

PRINCIPALS AWARDS WEEK BEGINNING 10th FEBRUARY, 2020 

PREP D Mila Z for being such a helpful member of Prep D 

PREP L Alfie W for asking for help when unsure of a task 

YEAR 1/2B Sophie M for always using her initiative when helping others 

YEAR 1/2G Jakub W for being a fantastic helpful member of 1/2G 

YEAR 1/2S Alexis O for her positive attitude to all her work 

YEAR 3/4B Anderson J for continuing to help class members and going above and beyond with following 
the classroom expectations 

YEAR 3/4HK James S for his great recount writing and amazing spelling 

YEAR 3/4K Amelie C for approaching all tasks with a positive attitude 

YEAR 3/4L Jody B for taking pride in her work 

YEAR 5/6CT Ruby R for her positive and cooperative start to the school year 

YEAR 5/6H Isabelle C for approaching narrative writing with enthusiasm 

YEAR 5/6T Xavier B for great work in reading and explaining your thinking 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

EDUCATION IN FAITH 

2020 Sacrament Dates 

Confirmation 

Family Workshop: Wednesday 18th March. School Hall: 7 pm 

Facilitated by Michele Linossier 
 

Rite of Commitment Masses weekend: 

2 May 9:15 am and 6 pm  OR  3 May 8:30 and 10:30 am 
 

Sacrament = Saturday, 12th September, at 6 pm (Week 9 of Term 3) 

(The Sponsor must be a baptised Catholic over the age of 16) 
 

Reconciliation 

Rite of Commitment Masses weekend:  
21 March 9:15 am and 6 pm OR  22nd March 8:30 and 10:30 am 

  

Family Workshop: Tuesday 5th May. School Hall: 7 pm 

Facilitated by Maria Forde 
  

Sacrament by appointment with Archpriest Michael Kalka. 

Bookings open in Term 2. 

Annual Action Plan 2020 

As a part of our drive for continuous improvement we have identified Religious Education/Catholic 

Culture as a key priority in our annual action plan for 2020. Below are the goal and strategic intent as 

they appear on this document.  
 

GOAL  
To strengthen the Catholic identity of St Mary’s as an active and prayerful, contemporary faith community. 
STRATEGIC INTENT 

At St Mary’s, we continuously strive to be a prayerful and active Catholic faith community.  
We intend to improve the learning outcomes of our students by building teacher’s capacity to be reflective of 
their practice, analyse data and design curriculum in a contemporary Catholic context.  
 

Our major focus to begin the year is around the role of prayer in the school. This includes formal and 

informal prayer as a staff, in the classrooms, at masses, liturgies, prayer assemblies and Sacraments. 

We are looking for ways of improving the involvement/participation and attendance of our parent 

community at masses, liturgies and prayer assemblies and would appreciate contributions from our 

parent body. Any queries, feedback or suggestions you may have can be emailed through to our Religious 

Education Leader, Matt Taylor at: mtaylor@smaltona.catholic.edu.au 

Thank you in anticipation 

Special Dates 

22 Feb Opening school mass and BBQ. 6pm mass & 7pm BBQ 

26 Feb Ash Wednesday whole school mass. 9:15 am in Church. All welcome 

16 March St Patrick’s Prayer Assembly (run by the 1/2 classes) 9:15 am in 
Church. All welcome 

 
 
 
 
 



 



 


