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No. 28 30th August, 2019 

 
Dear Parents 
Thank you to the many parents that have made recent payments on their school fees.  As 
mentioned last week all outstanding SCHOOL FEES are due and payable by Monday 30th 
September.  The only exceptions to this is if you are on a Direct Debit Plan or you have 
entered into a confidential Payment Plan with myself. 
All families will receive a current School Fee Statement on Monday. 
Please contact me at school if you are having any difficulty settling your account and we can 
come to a mutually agreeable Payment Plan arrangement. 
FOOTY FUN DAY: 
It was fantastic to see and feel all the excitement around the school this morning as everyone was 
arriving in their footy jumpers and colours.  The face painters worked overtime as many children 
wanted their team colours on their face.   
At 9.00 am all the children gathered on the netball court to make a Human ‘Footy Team’ graph.  We 
then moved into the hall and sat in footy team groups.  As usual the Bulldogs were clearly the best 
represented but most of the teams had at least one representative. 
Each of the teams took it in turns to sing their team song and answer questions.  The judges were 
Britt Densmore, one of our prep teachers, Bryanna Willie, a year 6 student, Marcus Wheelehan, a 
replacement teacher, Ben & Speckie from Williamstown F.C. & Woofa from Western Bulldogs.  All 
the teams did a fantastic job. 
Congratulations to the CATS for winning the team song competition. A number of other teams were 
given a special mention. But from an unbiased point of view (Mine) the Cats were clearly the best. 
WELL DONE CATS! 
We had a special visit from students from the SEDA AFL school, who along with their teacher Daniel, 
ran football games and activities throughout the day.  Woofa the Bulldogs Mascot and Speckie, the 
Wiliamstown FC Mascot also came along to join in the fun! 
Check out our School Website and Facebook Page to see some of the great photos. 
Thanks to everyone who helped out in making it such a successful event once again.  A 
special Thank you and Congratulations to Mrs Masseni & Mrs Ryan. Money raised from Footy 
Fun Day will go to Caritas and towards purchasing some new sandpit equipment.  A Great Day had 
By All. 
Another special Thank you to Hope Hicks for her organising of the Footy Fun Day lunches.  
 
FATHER’S DAY STALL: 
Thank you to Jen N, Stacey R & Margaret L from the P & F and other parent helpers for the 
organising and running of another very successful Father’s Day Stall.  There were lots of excited 
children with the gifts that they had purchased for their father or the special male in their lifes. 
 
PARISH / SCHOOL FATHERS DAY MASS: 
Our Annual Parish / Father’s Day Mass will take place this Sunday at 10.30 am.  We would love to 
see as many school families present as possible.  Thank you to the choir members who have agreed 
to come along and lead the singing 
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YELLOW DAY - SPRING INTO HAPPINESS AND KINDNESS: MONDAY 2nd 
SEPTEMBER  
To celebrate the beginning of SPRING we are once again running our SPRING INTO 
HAPPINESS AND KINDNESS day. YELLOW is the colour we’ve chosen for the day and we 
would like everyone to wear a ‘SPLASH’ with their uniform. As we know doing small 

‘kindnesses’ for others not only lifts their spirits, but also our own.  
Keep in mind the quote from Mary MacKillop to guide you along the way: “FIND HAPPINESS IN MAKING 
OTHERS HAPPY!” St. Mary MacKillop - 1899  
We are asking everyone to think about how they can Spring into Happiness & Kindness and how they can help 
others to do the same right through September.  
What actions can you do to spread some HAPPINESS AND KINDNESS around amongst family, friends and 
the wider community?  

 
FAMILY BUSH DANCE: 
Is fast approaching next Thursday from 6.00 - 9.00 pm. at Emmanuel College, St.Paul’s Campus, 
423 Blackshaws Road, Altona North.  A scrumptious BBQ meal will be available for purchase / BYO 
drinks.  Admission is only a gold coin donation per family. 
The children are excited about the Billy Tea Bush Band being at school all day next Thursday 
teaching them the dances in preparation for the Family Bush Dance.  
 
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY: 
Friday 6th September is our next School Closure Day.  Staff will be working with Ms Jeni Wilson on Inquiry 
Learning. 

 
OPTIONAL PARENT / TEACHER CONTACT: 
These will take place on Monday 16th September 
Please click on the Interviews Icon on our website and follow the simple instructions.  
The School Event Code is:  emvz8 
If you are not available on the allocated date please contact your child’s teacher to arrange a mutually suitable 
time.  Online bookings are now open and will close on Friday 13th September at 3pm. 

 
FOOTY TIPPING: 
Well done and thank you to all the families and staff that were involved in our Footy Tipping 
Competition.  We collected $880 of which $440 was distributed in prizes and $440 donated to the 
school.  This money will go towards erecting goal posts on our oval. 
Congratulations to the winners: 
1st place:  $250 - Deano 
Equal 2nd Place:  $95 (each) - The Real Mitho & Djdoosit. 
This money can be collected from the school office.  
 
We are now Proudly Sponsored by Sweeney Real Estate 

 
 
LONG SERVICE LEAVE: 
I will be taking LSL from next Friday and returning on Monday of the second week of next term.  My 
wife and I will spend a week with our niece in New York then do a tour of Mexico and Cuba.  
Margaret Masseni will be Acting Principal during this time.  
 
“HAPPY FATHERS DAY TO ALL THE DADS IN OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY” 
 
David Kelly 
Principal 
 
 



 
Well done to the following children who have completed the Premiers Reading Challenge. 
Prep L: Josh Zuvela & Tyler Thomas  
1/2T: Samuel Pye 
3/4K: Cooper Thomas & Eilidh Plumb 
  

EDUCATION IN FAITH 

Father's Day Invitation 

A special invitation for all St. Mary’s families to attend our Parish celebration of 
Father’s Day on Sunday 1st September at 10.30am. A wonderful way 

to start the day and say thank you to all our Dads/Grandpas/Uncles 
etc. and to remember and pray for all fathers who may be sick or 

who have gone before us to rest in God’s care.  
The choir will be singing and the school will be responsible for the 

offertory and prayers of the faithful. So, let’s gather as a parish 
community and say thank you to the wonderful men in our lives. 

Special Dates 

September: Month of Prayer for the Care of Creation 

1st September Father’s Day Mass 10:30 am Mary Help of 
Christians Church, Altona 

1–7 Sep National Child Protection Week 

2 Sep Prayer Assembly (PrepL&D) 
2 Sep Happiness and Kindness Day (Wear Yellow) 
3 Sep Memorial of St Gregory the Great 
5 Sep Bush Dance 

6 Sep School Closure Day 

8 Sep International Literacy Day 

13 Sep Memorial of St John Chrysostom 

14 Sep Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

This weekend’s Gospel 
 

 

Luke 14: 1, 7–14 

All who exalt 
themselves shall be 

humbled and all 
who humble 

themselves shall be 
exalted. 

Social Justice Week 

We just wanted to let all students, parents, 

families & friends know that our Year 5/6 Social 
Justice stalls will occur in Week 9 on: 

 Tuesday 10th Sept,  
 Wednesday 11th Sept  

We will be raising funds for our local St Vincent 
de Paul Society.  
 

We are very busy preparing for these stalls and 
we would love to have the support of the 

whole school community over these 2 days. 
Please assist our industrious efforts by 

purchasing items from our stalls. We will add 
more information in next week’s newsletter. 

On behalf of Noah & Grace 
Social Justice Leaders 

A Prayer for Fathers 

Heavenly Father, 
 

 

We praise you for the 

gift of our fathers and 
those who have been 

father-figures to us.  
 

We thank you for the 

life and love they have 
brought to our world. 
 

May they be strengthened in virtue and 
faith so that they might give glory to 

you through their lives of service.  
 

Amen. 
PLEASE PRAY FOR: 

 
* All members of our community who are 

sick or in need of our prayerful support. 

“God gives me strength for   what is 

necessary.”    
                                         1907  

 

 



 

TUCKSHOP HELPERS – Week Beginning 2
nd

 September, 2019  

Friday:   Cath Thorneycroft 
Manager: Amy Xu                     Tel: 9315 0799 

         
ST. MARY’S CHOIR  

A HUGE thank you to the members of the choir who were able to lead the singing 
at the First Eucharist Masses on Saturday 10th August and Saturday 17th August.  
And a special thank you to those who attended both masses.  A wonderful effort to 
make the celebrations joyful. 

Now for our last out of school commitment for this term. We will be leading the singing THIS Sunday, 
1st September for our Parish/School Father’s Day Mass at 10.30am. 
 Here are a couple of important details: 
Your child can wear any clothes they like for this mass 
Could you please arrive at the church by 10.15am 
If I have forgotten anything or if you have any other questions, feel free to contact me 
ahamilton@smaltona.catholic.edu.au 
I am looking forward to seeing as many choir members as possible on Sunday (with their 
dad’s of course!!) 
Mrs. Angela Hamilton 
Performing Arts Specialist 
ahamilton@smaltona.catholic.edu.au 
 

 
PRINCIPALS AWARDS WEEK BEGINNING 26th August, 2019 

PREP D Ed M for his positive mindset towards all tasks and activities 

PREP L Aston G for his positive approach to all learning tasks 

YEAR 1/2D Jack M for a great understanding of how to share and create equal groups during 
division activities 

YEAR 1/2G Keira L for her excellent procedural writing 

YEAR 1/2S Tashana E for trying hard to complete all tasks 

YEAR 1/2T Anthony M for his amazing focus and productivity in completing his classroom tasks 

YEAR 3/4HT Ashely T for her great commitment to developing her Reading skills 

YEAR 3/4K Alison M for her dedication and commitment to her learning 

YEAR 3/4M Daniel S for working hard during Reading rotations and improving his reading fluency 

YEAR 5/6C James L for being a Maths whiz and I.T. specialist 

YEAR 5/6H Isabel R for her enthusiasm and organisation in class 

YEAR 5/6T Isabella M  for her ability to take on positions of responsibility  

 
ALTONA MEADOWS SHARKS: 
The Altona Meadows Sharks Basketball Club is seeking new members for its U8 (born 2013 or 
2014) and U10 (born 2011 or 2012) basketball teams for the forthcoming summer season. 
Games are played at the Altona Basketball stadium (Queen St) on Fri early evening, and 
training will occur from 5.30 – 6.30pm on Thursdays.   
Please contact Debra on 0409 693 495 or email the club at info@amsharks.com.au 
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