
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 
21 February 2021   

First Sunday in Lent 
Year B 

 

Readings:  Sunday 21 February 2021 
First Reading:                            Genesis 9:8-15                                                                   
Second Reading:                      1 Peter 3:18-22                                                          

Gospel Reading:                         Mark 1:12-15                       

Readings:  Sunday 28 February 2021 

First Reading:       Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18            

Second Reading:                   Romans 8:31-34                                                          

Gospel Reading:                          Mark 9:2-10                       
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 Parish website:   
 www.altonacatholic.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Father Michael Morgan and 

Father George O'Connor                           

who will look after Masses this weekend 

while Archpriest Michael is away                 

for a few days. 

World Day of Prayer - 10.30am, Friday 5th 

March at St Leo The Great, Church, Mason St, 
Altona North. The service has been prepared by 
the women of Vanuatu.    All Welcome.  

LENT STUDIES 2021- Awakening my faith 

For Christians, practices are things we do that 
shape our lives and “narrows the gap between 
who we are and who we are becoming.” The 
journey of Lent invites us to explore what it might 
mean for us to practise faith in our time. This 
study invites participants to explore six different 
Christians practices over the course of six weeks 
to begin that journey that so many of us find so 
difficult from head to heart to hands.  There will 
be three groups meeting each week: please sign 
up on the sheet provided in the Narthex this 
weekend.   Feel free to join any group, perhaps 
particularly one that is not at your own church, so 
that each group can have a good ecumenical mix. 
The study books cost $10 and payment can be 
made to your group leader. 
 
Wednesdays at 10am (starting 24 February) 
Mary Help of Christians Church. 
Thursdays at 7pm (starting 25 February)          
Salvation Army, Hobsons Bay Corps. 
Fridays at 2pm (starting 26 February) 
St Eanswythe’s Anglian Church 
 

 

  

Recently Deceased: Carmen Nicoli; Joseph Agius 

Anniversaries:  Rose Sultana & Frank Micallef;                               
Isabelle Bransdon; Josephine DeBono;`                                            
Denise O’Shea  

Prayers Offered For: Edwin Frendo; Alfred Mifsud; 

George Calleja; Moses Pantalleresco  
Prayers for the Sick:  Elisea Bulan 

 
Safeguarding Children and Young People Code 

of conduct Declaration - Clergy, employees and 

volunteers are required to sign a Safeguarding 

Children and Young People Code of Conduct 

Declaration upon their commencement and annually 

to coincide with the completion of annual child safety 

training requirements. The completion of the Child 

Safety Code of Conduct Declaration is a requirement 

of a person’s engagement within a Catholic 

Archdiocese of Melbourne parish, agency or entity.  

If you are a volunteer at Mary Help of Christians 

Parish, you are required to sign the Declaration Form 

before a witness and return it to the parish office or 

hand it in to Fr. Michael by the 25th February.  

Volunteers with an email address on our parish 

database have been emailed with the Declaration 

Form.  If you are a volunteer and have not received 

one, please contact the Parish Office or Fr. Michael 

to collect one.  Thank you. 

Stations of the Cross will take place during 

Lent on the following dates at 7.30pm:                                          

Week 1 Friday 26 Feb;    Week 2 Thurs 4 March;  

Week 3  Friday 12 Mar;   Week 4  Fri 19 March;  

Week 5  Thurs 25 Mar.    Could we have a 

volunteer  to lead Week 4 please.  Thank you. 

  

 
 
 

Please note there will be no Mass on         

Tue 23rd. Wed 24th or Thurs 25th  

February, 2021.  

              

 

Please take home a Project 
Compassion box and/or a 
set of donation envelopes 
and support Caritas 
Australia this Lenten season 
themed “Be More”. 
Through your generosity 
and by aspiring to be more, 
you are assisting some of 
the world’s most vulnerable 
people build better futures 
for themselves, their 
families and their 
communities. You can 
donate through Parish 
boxes and envelopes, or by 
visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcom
passion or phoning 1800 024 
413. 

 

http://www.altonacatholic.org.au/
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


 

 

Tuesday 16 February, 2021  
 

To the Laity, Religious and Clergy of the Archdiocese of Melbourne  
 

Vaccine Program 
  
Dear Friends,  
 
It is welcome news that the first batches of the Pfizer vaccine have arrived in Australia.  
Soon the most vulnerable people in our country – our frontline workers and those at greatest risk – 
will receive their first dose against the COVID-19 virus.  
 
I will be grateful to receive a vaccination when my turn in the staged roll-out comes around.  
None of the vaccines are a cure for COVID-19, but indications are that they provide a significant 
measure of protection from the worst effects of the virus, for the time being.  
For the common good, it is appropriate that our governments work together to roll out a nation-wide 
process of vaccination for all residents.  
 
Likewise, for the common good, everyone should respect the decisions of individuals who, for 
medical, safety or moral reasons, are not ready to receive a vaccination immediately.  
At this early stage in measuring the longer-term effectiveness and safety of each of the COVID-19 
vaccines, calls for a ‘No jab, no service’ policy would be unjust.  
The Catholic Bishops have already endorsed efforts to offer a vaccination as soon as possible to all 
who can safely receive one.  
https://mediablog.catholic.org.au/a-letter-to-the-faithful-regarding-development-of-a-covid-19-
vaccine/#more-8597   
 
However, the Government has indicated that there is likely to be little, if any, choice as to which 
vaccine will be available to individuals in the shorter term.  
This means that you can receive any one of the three vaccines to be made available, without moral 
complicity in the processes of its development. On balance, it is a good thing to do.  
For anyone with health and safety concerns, please speak with your family doctor.  
For anyone with ethical questions, please read the statement issued by the Vatican or speak with 
your Pastor.  
 
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_
nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html  
 
I encourage the Australian government to do all it can to make a vaccine choice available to all 
residents in Australia as soon as possible, and offer the same care to our poorer neighbouring 
countries.  
 
Please continue to pray for those impacted by this pandemic, and to work in whatever way you can 
to support your neighbour in need. The God of mercy and compassion is present to us all, through 
the tender heads, hearts and hands we offer to one another.  
 
 
 
Yours sincerely in Christ,  
 
 
Most Rev Peter A Comensoli  
Archbishop of Melbourne 

 

 

 



 

 


