Sunday
4 December, 2022

Second Sunday of
Advent

Year A

Readings: Sunday, 4 December, 2022

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-9
Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:1-12

Readings: Sunday, 11 December, 2022
First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6, 10
Second Reading: St James 5:7-10
Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:2-11

Parish website:
www.altonacatholic.org.au

Please Note: Mass on Thursday, 8th of
December will be at 9 a.m. and Mass on
Friday, 9th of December will be at 8 a.m.

Sarnelli House Orphanage, Thailand — The
Australian born nurse (on staff) will be home
in Sydney for a January holiday. Through her
we can send money to the orphanage in a very
simple and safe way. If you would like to make
a donation to support the orphans, please place
your offering in an envelope marked “Sarnelli
House”. Place itin the collection basket, or hand
it to the Parish Office, or to me by January 2"
please. Archpriest Michael

Prayer Service at Port Phillip Village: Port
Phillip Retirement Village has an ecumenical
Prayer Service on the second Tuesday of each
month at 2 p.m. The next Prayer Service is on
the 13th of December. Friends and family are
welcome.

Carols in the Park 2022: On Sunday,
11th of December at 6 p.m. there will be
singing, music, dance and drama at GH
Ransom Reserve, Esplanade, Altona. Thisis a
free, family friendly event organised by
Altona/Laverton Council of Churches and all are
welcome. In case of wet weather, the Carols
will be held at Hobsons Bay Salvation Army, 108
Queen Street, Altona.

The four themes of Advent: Thereare
four themes corresponding to each week of
Advent, beginning with the Sundays.
Second Sunday of Advent: Preparation
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his
paths’ (Luke 3:4). As we dwell on these words
of St John the Baptist, our sense of anticipation
begins to ramp up in the second week of Advent.
The promises of God continue, and there’s a
greater focus of one promise in particular: ‘He is
coming to save you’ (Isaiah 35:4). The message
this week is clear: get ready to be saved.

Christmas Rosters: If you are able to help
us celebrate Christmas in any of the roles listed
on the roster on the wall in the Narthex
(adjacent to the kitchen), PLEASE print your
name and phone number in the appropriate
column by Sunday, 11th of December. We
hope to have rosters finalised and available in
the Narthex and printed in the bulletin by the
weekend of the 17th and 18th of December.

2 2]
éﬁ Christmas Timetable @éﬁ
Monday Individual Confession | 4-5p.m.
19 December | in Maltese & English
Tuesday Mass followed by 5p.m.
20 December | Individual Confession
Wednesday | Mass followed by 9.15a.m.
21 December | Individual Confession
Individual Confession | 5p.m.
Thursday Mass followed by 9.15a.m.
22 December | Individual Confession
Friday Mass followed by 9.15a.m.
23 December | Individual Confession
Individual Confession | 5p.m.
Saturday No Morning Mass or
24 December | Confession
Christmas Eve Masses | 6 p.m.
9.30 p.m.
Sunday Christmas Day Mass 9.30 a.m.
25 December
Monday No Public Mass
26 December

Tuesday No Public Mass

27 December

Wednesday | Usual Parish
28 December | Timetable
& Onwards

Second Sunday
of Advent
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Liturgy Roster - 10 & 11 December, 2022

Recently Deceased:

Emelia Massini
Anniversaries and Remembrances:
Carmen Vella; Salvu Vella; Nick Ciappara;
Joseph Mizzi; Roseanne Muscat; Laurie
Sammut

Lectors Special Ministers
6.00pm Anthony Adewale Josie Fava
8.30am Cath Cuthbert Carmen Inguanez
10.30am Trish Aitken Noella Misquitta

Linen Prep.  Counting this week

Team 1: 4.12.22

Counting next week
Team 2: 11.12.22

(December)

Leticia Mauricio
Raquel Arquesa
Conee Manguiat
Emmanuel Mifsud

Mary Dimech | Bruce Fitzgerald
Betty Fitzgerald
Bill Fogarty

Maureen Fogarty

Joy of the Gospel — Praying with Scripture
contemplatively as living word for us today
(Lectio Divina). We appreciate contemporary
art which symbolises the narrative.

December 8: Luke 46:46-56
Mary’s Song of Praise

When: Thursday, 8th of December

Time: 1.30 - 3.00 p.m.

Where: St Joseph’'s By the Sea,
Williamstown

RSVP: Admin.sjbtsw@sosj.org.au or

9397 6012 one day prior to the
date.

“Therefore, every tree that does not bear
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into
the fire.” (Matthew 3:10)

Do you bear good fruit for Jesus? Do you
spend time in prayer or do you waste it
with mindless activity? Do you use your

talent to help others or are you too busy?

Do you use your treasure to support the

Church or do you buy more things that go

unused. Our time, talent and treasure are
gifts from God. What we do with these

gifts is our gift back to Him. What gifts are
you planning to give to the Lord during this
upcoming Christmas season?

Keep your mind in peace whatever
happens.

- St. Mary MacXillop

You’ve got a lot to give beyond Christmas
gifts - In January you can prepare for
mission at home or abroad: Palms
Australia has trained Australians to live and
work within cultures and communities
overseas since 1961. Now four days of that
training will be available for parishioners
interested to assist and harness the diverse
gifts of our community and make it stronger.
At Home: Palms’ Neighbours Without
Borders Program (January 7 — 11) will “focus
on building communities that are welcoming to
all, with particular attention to those on the
margins of society and the church” as urged
by the recent Plenary Council. Enquire about
Palms  Orientation  for  mission via
www.palms.org.au or call (02) 9560 533 or
0422 472 567.

COME LORD JESUS - Praying together in
Advent as we wait for God to make all
things new:

Wednesday evenings for half an hour (7.00
- 7.30 p.m.):

7 December:  Salvation Army Hobsons Bay
Corps, corner Queen & Bent Streets, Altona

14 December: Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 97 Railway Street North,
Altona

21 December: St Eanswythe’s Anglican
Church, corner Queen & Bent Streets, Altona

An initiative of the Altona/Laverton Council of
Churches
Enquiries: 9398 1005 or
chris.lancaster@anglicanaltlav.org.au

Choir — Anyone who wishes to sing
in the choir at the 9.30pm
Mass on Christmas Eve
Is asked to attend a
practice in the church

on Saturday 17" Dec

at 2pm.
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Through her prayers and under her protection,
may the light of Christ shine over our land.
May Australia be granted harmony, justice and peace.

Grant wisdom to our leaders and integrity to our citizens.
Bless especially those who care for the poor and who seek to promote
justice and peace for all who call Australia home.
We ask this through Christ Our Lord.

LIFE TO THE FULL LIFE TO THE FULL

Emmanuel = 5 Emmanuel
College Y o= College

St Paul’s Campus, Altona North - all boys
www.ecmelb.catholic.edu.au mn
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Over 25 Years Providing Podiatry Services To The Local Area. P
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UNDERTAKERS OF DISTINCTION ] Pty. Ltd

Family Friendly Service
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
Tailored Services
100% Family Owned and Operated

We are a nurturing IearniL and faith
community where every individual is
encouraged to excel in their academic,
co-curricular and personal goals whilst
bearing witness to the Gospel values.

24 Hour Service, All Melbourne Suburbs

2/132 Maddox Road, WIllliamstown North

133 Maidstone Street, Altona
Ph 8398 2000

To apply or book a tour
www.msj.vic.edu.au

MOUNT ST. JOSEPH
GIRLS’ COLLEGE
Virtue Courage

‘Remembering With Love

www.candlepines.com.au 1300 722 635
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