1 March 2026

Second Sunday in
Lent

Year A

)\ First Reading:

Leave your country \ g

for the land I will show you.

Readings: Sunday 1 March 2026
First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4
Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:8-10
Gospel Reading: Matthew 17:1-9
Readings: Sunday 8 March 2026

Exodus 17:3-7

Romans 5:1-2, 5-8

John 4:5-42 or

John 4:5-15, 19-26, 39-42

Second Reading:
Gospel Reading:

Listening is both a personal quality and a communal
practice sorely needed in today’s world where a
cacophony of voices demands discernment. The
Collect for this 2nd Sunday of Lent exhorts us to
listen to God's beloved Son, Jesus, following
Matthew’s account of God’s voice commanding
Peter, James and John to listen to him. When we
listen to the trusted Word of God, we accept the
One whom God sent, make him our own, and fully
identify with him

2026 Stations of the Cross:

Friday March 6'": St Leo’s, Altona North at  6pm
Friday March 13": St Mary’s, Altona at 7pm
Friday March 20, St Leo’s, Altona North at 6pm
Friday March 27%": St Mary’s, Altona at 7pm

Good Friday: Cherry Lake, Altona at Noon

Two years already! On Monday March 2" it will
be TWO YEARS since Fr. Deonildo arrived in
Altona to commence his studies.
Congratulations. Amu Deo! OBRIGADU
BARAK!

Receipts & Thanksgiving Envelopes for the month
of March only, are available for collection from the
Narthex. Please take some time to collect yours
and perhaps collect and deliver to your neighbours
or anyone you know who may not be attending
Mass. We greatly appreciate your help in this
regard.

World Day of Prayer 2026 -Focus on
Nigeria Date:
Friday 6 March; Location: St. Leo’s, 289 Mason
St, Nth Altona. Time: 10.30am; Contact:
Anne 0418 340 174. All Welcomel!

Please take home a Project Compassion box
to support Caritas Australia this Lenten season
and support their mission against poverty.

OUR 2026 PARISH RENEWAL PROGRAM

THANK YOU for your positive response to our
Parish Commitment Weekend - the final
weekend of our Parish Renewal Program. A
special THANK YOU to all the parishioners
who have already returned their completed
Thanksgiving pledge commitments and
Ministry responses — either at Mass last week
or by return to the Parish Office. Your support
is very much appreciated!

If you have not yet done so, additional pledge
cards will be available at all Masses this
weekend. Please place your completed
financial commitments and Ministry flyers in the
special Privacy Envelope and return in the
collection baskets at Mass.

Stephen Littleton, our Program Coordinator,
will be following up by SMS, email, and phone
to confirm intentions from parishioners who
have not yet responded — so to minimise that
follow-up please ensure you complete and
return your commitments this weekend.

Your new pledges will take effect on Sunday
22 March. Confirmation letters, and where
appropriate, new sets of envelopes, will be
available at all Masses on the weekend of
Sunday 15 March.

We thank you once again for your generous
response.

St. Mary MacHillop’s Paily Thoughis....
Remember that we must always gxpect, from
time to time to receive ‘crossegs’ and know that
we also give them.
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Liturgy Roster - 8 March 2026

Mass Times Lectors

Special Ministers

6.00pm Stephanie Tullilo Natasha Misquitta
8.30am Asimita Banda Cath Cuthbert
10.30am Ray Pisani Ray Pisani

Linen Roster  Counting this week:

Team 5: 01.03.2026

Counting next week:
Team 1: 08.03.2026

March

Maryanne Leticia Mauricio Betty Fitzgerald
Bartolo Maria Hughes Bill & Maureen
Sarah Petronio Fogarty

Novena Of St John Paul the Great
to commemorate 40™ Anniversary of his visit to
St Leo the Great, Altona North.
All Welcome.
See Poster on Narthex Notice Board
for full details.

Novena Day 1 —28.2.26 5pm Bishop Martin Ashe
Novena Day 2 - 28.3.26 5pm Fr. Jude Johnson

Novena Day 3 —28.4.26  7pm Fr. Kevin Dillon

Novena Day 4 — 28.5.26  7pm Fr Victor Farrugia

Novena Day 5 28.6.26 5pm Bishop Thinh Nguyen
Novena Day 6 28.7.26 7pm Fr. Tadeusz Rostworowski
Novena Day 7 28.8.26 7pm Fr Edwin Agius MSSP
Novena Day 8 28.9.26 7pm Fr Paul Tru

Novena Day 9 28.10.26 7pm Archpriest Michael Kalka
Feast Day 28.11.26 5pm Archbishop Peter Comensoli

For enquiries please contact Parish Office via
AltonaNorth@cam.org.au or 03 9391 7111

Wwelcome to
Children’s LLicursy

Our next Children's Liturgy Session is this
Sundayl March at the 10.30am Mass. If you would like
to join the Children’s Liturgy Team in leading the
children once a month, please contact the parish office
on 9398 2964. We would love to hear from you. No
experience necessary.

Anniversaries & Remembrances:
Peter, Emanuel & Rosina Farrugia,
Bertu & Marianne Pace; Rita Grima,;
Joan & Leon Grioli; Ines Abraham;
Charlie Muliett; Lina Fenech;
Carmen, Joseph & Charles Falzon;
Joseph & Olga Micallef
Prayers for the Sick:
Trish Aitken; Maura McCabe;
Anne Playnsek;
Alfred & Jane Farrugia;
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Mary Magdalene the Musical
Presented by COG Theatre Group.
An inspiring musical about the powerful grace of God
and the transformation of Mary Magdalene from a
fallen woman to one of the church’s greatest saints.

Date: 12-15 March, 2026

Where: The Renaissance Theatre, Kew High
School; If interested please go to the website to
book tickets — Trybooking.com/DHZPD

2026 Palms Easter Raffle — Win an
encounter of a Lifetime! Tickets: 1 for $25; 5
for $120; 10 for $230. Every Ticket
purchased goes directly toward sustaining our
volunteer program in Asia & the Pacific. Closes
1 April 2026. Palms.org.au/raffle See Poster
on Narthex Notice Board for 15, 2nd & 3
Prizes.

Cast Your Net! Jn 21 - Join us in a journey of
faith in a day retreat for the youth organised by The
Little Sisters of the Poor ‘Love and Service” (Guided
bv Fr. Ant Nguyen SSS) Saturday 14 March, 2026 .
9.30am to 6pm. Little Sisters of the Poor — 112B St.
Georges Rd. Northcote. Please contact Sr.
Maureen srmaureenmokaya@gmail.com 0416 609
878 or 9489 8444. RSVP 10/3/2026

https://wwwilittlesistersofthe poor.org.au

“Go forth from the land of your Rinsfolk and [rom
your father’s hiouse to a land that 7 will sfiow you.”
GFNFSTS 121

God calls all of us to leave behind our old ways and
to follow Him, placing our complete trust in Him.
Some of the old ways that we struggle to leave
tehiind might be materialism, selfisfiness and greed.
Yet, God promises to show us a new land and a
vetter way to live. Remember what St. 7eresa of
Calcutta said, "‘God does not call us to be successful,
God calls us to be fatthful’”
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<4 MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS CHURCH

PO Box 63, Altona 3018
Phone: 9398 2964
Mobile: 0434 088 900
Email: altona@cam.org.au

www.altonacatholic.org.au
ABN:29 213 076 983

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday 10am — 2pm
Parish Priest: Archpriest Michael Kalka. JP
Priest in Residence: Fr Deonildo de Andrade
Child Safety Officer: Mr Gavin Deller 0431 184 014
Principal: Mrs Sonia Riccardi 9398 4842
Mass Times: Saturday Vigil 6pm

Sunday 8.30am & 10.30am
Weekday Mass: Tuesday 5pm;

Wed to Sat 9.15am
(or as advertised in the Parish Bulletin and Parish Website)
Reconciliation: Saturday at 9.45am or by request
Anointing of the Sick
and Elderly: Once per quarter at Mass

or by request
Rosary: After the 9.15 a.m. Mass,

Wednesday to Saturday

Marriages & Baptisms: by appointment

Child Safety: The Catholic Parish of Altona is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.

Privacy Principles: Commonwealth and Victorian Governments introduced legislation which deals with the manner in which public and private sector organisations may record, store and disclose
information including health information collected from individuals. The Catholic Parish of Altona is committed to upholding and implementing the Privacy Principles set out in the legislation.
First Collection: (Loose cash) For the support of the Archbishop, sick and retired priests and our Parish Priest.

Second Collection: (Stewardship Collection envelopes, cheques, credit cards and direct debits) for the management, upkeep and running of our Parish.



Emmanuel
College

www.ecmelb.catholic.edu.au [
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Accord

Disability services,
where everyone is welcome!

Happy 11 Support Skill Allied
homes support Coordination building Health
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accorddisability.org.au 1300 002 226

Emmanuel

College

Ph: 8325 5100

Y0ODIATRY
S

Julian Yacono
Over 30 Years Providing Podiatry Services To The Local Area.

35 Central Ave, (Cnr Millers Rd), Altona. Ph: 9398 8779
www.altonapodiatry.com.au

RSL

31 Sargood St, Altona VIC 3018

follow us on facebook

Family Friendly Service
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
Tailored Services
100% Family Owned and Operated

24 Hour Service, All Melbourne Suburbs

2/132 Maddox Road, Williamstown North

‘Rememl-wrz’:lé} With Love

www.candlepines.com.au

MOUNT ST. JOSEPH
GIRLS’ COLLEGE

Virtue Courage

1300 722 635

ST PAUL'S CAMPUS, ALTONA NORTH - ALL BOYS
www.ecmelb.catholic.edu.au En

; 'COMPLETE CARETAKING
- 4FOR ALL'YOUR GARDENING NEEDS
MOWING & EDGING

PRUNING & HEDGING
RUBBISH REMOVAL

Enquire about adve
parish's newsletter.

. 1800 245 077
@ advertising.austnews.net.au

Book your
fwzcﬁon
with us!

133 Maidstone Street
Altona Ph 8398 2000
To apply or book a tour:
www.msj.vic.edu.au

We are a nurturing learning and faith community where every
individual is encouraged to excel in their academic, co-curricular and
personal goals whilst bearing witness to the Gospel values.

Australian Newsletter Services P/L, Authorised Supplier of Newsletter Covers For Schools & Churches
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