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No. 4   March 13th,   2020 

Dear Families, 
 
I would like to begin by acknowledging and thanking all families for how calm and reasonable you have been 
despite the current nervousness about the Coronavirus.  I know that some families are feeling anxious, but 
please rest assured that the school is complying with all advice and direction as provided by the Catholic 
Education Office and Department of Education and Training.  Staff are working to ensure that appropriate 
hygiene practices are in place and students are encouraged and expected to wash their hands at regular and 
appropriate times.  Please feel free to talk to your child’s teacher or myself if you have any queries. 
 
As many parents are aware, all events aligned with Catholic Education Week which would normally be 
celebrated next week have been postponed due to the Coronavirus.  We wanted to inform you however that 
Mai Nguyen (Grade 6, 2019) has been selected as a finalist in the Catholic Education Melbourne’s Creative 
Arts Exhibition.  Mai has four pieces entered.  We wish her well and hope to get to see her artworks if the 
exhibition is rescheduled.   
 
As you are aware the Parents and Friends’ fundraising efforts in 2019 has enabled the purchase of a large 
number of literacy resources.  A big thank you to the parents who made themselves available on Tuesday 
morning to sort all the resources and prepare them for student use.  We certainly couldn’t have achieved this 
without your assistance and support.    
 
All families should have received their Easter Egg raffle tickets earlier this week.  Your support through the 
donation of Easter eggs / gifts, as well as purchasing tickets for your child, is much appreciated.  More tickets 
are available from the school office if required.  We look forward to seeing many of you at the raffle draw at our 
special assembly on 27th April at 2.00 pm.  A reminder that school will then conclude at 2.30 pm for end of 
term. 
 
I wanted to give parents advance notice of 2 professional learning days for the staff in Term 2.  As all staff will 
be attending these days, they will be school closure days.  The dates will be 29th April and 9th June (this date 
will give families an extra-long weekend!).  On these days we will be undertaking further work on the school’s 
Restorative Practice approach to behaviour management and continuing to build expertise related to learning 
and teaching in Literacy.  
 
The Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) regularly updates the privacy resources for 
Catholic schools to reflect changes in school practices, legislation and regulatory obligations.  In light of this, 
the school has updated its Standard Collection Notice and Privacy Policy.  The updates relate to information 
sharing in light of recent Ministerial Orders and iCloud storage of information.  Both policies are available on 
the school’s website for families to read. 
 
OPTIONAL PARENT / TEACHER CONTACT: 
These will take place on Monday 23rd March.  
Please click on the Interviews Icon on our website and follow the simple instructions.  
The School Event Code is: 4jpvn 
If you are not available on the allocated date please contact your child’s teacher to arrange a mutually suitable 
time.  Online bookings are open now and will close on Friday 20th March at 3pm.  
 
 Regards, 
Kerin Thorneloe 
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PSYCHOLOGIST: 
We wish to advise you that Michelle Curmi, the psychologist who has been working with us for the past year 
will be leaving at the end of Term 1. We’d like to thank Michelle for the great work she has done with our 
students, families and staff and wish her well in her own practice.  
We are currently seeking a new psychologist and will inform the community when we have engaged someone. 
In the meantime if you need assistance please contact Marg Masseni or Cathy Sims. 
 

20th MARCH NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING & VIOLENCE 
“TAKE ACTION TOGETHER” 
 
HOW CAN YOU BE INVOLVED? 

 Wear a SPLASH OF ORANGE (with school uniform) 

 Give someone a SMILE and show that you CARE about them 

 Talk with your children about Bullying 
 
Students will be talking about bullying in their classrooms – what bullying means, what 

to do if they are bullied, what to do if they see someone being bullied and most importantly about the 
importance of respecting and getting along well with others. 
So for your information…. 
What is Bullying?  
Bullying is repeated negative behaviour towards someone else. 
Bullying is not a one-off case. A one-off case is really a conflict. 
Bullying is much more than a conflict over some issue. It happens over and over again. It’s this relentless 
nature of bullying that wears people down. Sometimes the form of the bullying changes, for example, name 
calling may change to threatening someone or destroying their belongings. Some victims have reported being 
mistreated in several different ways by the same bullies. 
 
What do we tell the children?  
1…2…3 You can count on me! 
ONE…Stop, Look and Listen to see what is happening. 
TWO…Ask the person who you think is being ‘bullied’ can you help them? 
THREE…Tell the person/persons to STOP or seek help from an adult. 

 
 
STOP – calling me names, teasing me, and taking my things (name the behaviour) 
I don’t like it. 
 
 

 
PARENT HELPER SESSIONS: 
Are you interested in helping in your child's classroom? 
Do you have a current Working with Children Check (or have you applied for one) ? 
Then come along to our training session in the staff room either on  
Tuesday March 17 at 2:30-3:15pm or Friday March 20 at 9.00-10.00am 
Please note if you have done the training previously, you do not need to do it again. 
Hope to see you there. 
Cathy Sims (P - 2 Literacy Leader)  

 
UNIFORM SHOP CO-ORDINATOR: 
As most of you would be aware, Patrice Cassar has managed the school’s Uniform Shop for a number of 
years.  She has done a wonderful job with this and has things well organised and functioning efficiently.  As 
Patrice’s 2 children are now in the senior classes of the school, she feels it is the time to pass the reins over to 
a new parent who would be willing to take on this role for the next few years.  Patrice is more than happy to 
work with this person until they have an understanding of what the task entails.  The role requires the person 
to be available at the beginning of the school year for parents to purchase their requirements.  Following that, 
it is generally approximately an hour per week.  If you would be interested and willing to support the school in 
this manner, please leave your name at the office and we will be in touch. 
 
LOST PROPERTY: 
There is a considerable amount of lost property in the container outside the staffroom.  If your child has 
misplaced part of their school uniform, a lunchbox, drink bottle etc. please check in there for it. 
 
 
 



FREE TO A GOOD HOME: 
A billiard table that belonged to the Fathers’ Group, when they would meet in the school hall is looking for a 
new home.  If you are interested please contact the school to make arrangements to come and have a look at 
it.  You would need to organise transportation for it. 
 
CONDOLENCES: 
The mother of Jennifer Natale (mother of Gianluca Carniato 3/4L) passed away last week.  Please keep the 
family in your prayers. 
 

 
EMMANEUL COLLEGE NEWS: 
Hugh Van Cuylenberg, from the Resilience Project, recently launched our Year 7 Life to the 
Full program for 2020. Hugh emphasized the importance of gratitude, compassion and 
mindfulness in building resilience. Our Year 7s enjoyed Hugh’s humour and lively 
presentation. We look forward to welcoming parents to the Year 7 students’ presentation on 
how Project Based Learning builds deep learning as well as collaboration and 

communication skills through engaging projects. 
 
 

 

PRINCIPALS AWARDS WEEK BEGINNING 4th March, 2020 

PREP D Shiloh P for being a hardworking and dedicated learner 
Bridget K for her great enthusiasm towards all school activities 

PREP L Adelaide D for taking pride in her work 
Issac G for always following class instructions 

YEAR 1/2B Ariadne R for proudly using great detail in her recount writing 
Daniel G for his positive attitude and showing persistence in his learning 

YEAR 1/2G Angus R for his willingness to help his peers during Maths lessons 
Tina N for continuously working hard in all subjects across the day 

YEAR 1/2S David N for working hard to complete his work 
Olivia F for her great improvement with reading 

YEAR 3/4B Segolene H for her ongoing enthusiastic attitude in the classroom 
Denise T for her eagerness to help her classmates in their learning 

YEAR 3/4HK Samara F for her dedication to her work and her willingness to help others 
Ethan S for his dedication to his reading and willingness to work well with others 

YEAR 3/4K Natalie M for working well with her partner during Integrated Studies 
Mackenzie P for her valuable input during Maths class discussions 

YEAR 3/4L Isobel M for using detail and following the checklist for her weekend writing 
William S for completing all set tasks with pride and effort 

YEAR 5/6CT Finian M for his insightful comments and contributions to class discussions 
Isabelle N for her well presented and imaginative pieces of writing 

YEAR 5/6H Keely W for her attention to detail in narrative writing 
Jack C for always participating thoughtfully in group tasks 

YEAR 5/6T Isabel R for her excellent efforts in reading and discussion of texts 
Shiloh C for her diligence and positive mindset in class 

 
 
MOUNT ST. JOSEPH GIRLS COLLEGE NEWS: 
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic and following Worksafe Occupational Health and 
Safety guidelines we are limiting the number of non-essential visitors to the College. 
Therefore next week's Open Morning scheduled for 19 March has been cancelled. We 
apologise for any inconvenience this may cause. 

 
ST MARY’S TUCKSHOP: 
Our tuckshop operates at recess and lunchtime each day of the week. 
Any parents that could assist in the tuckshop either on a regular or ad hoc basis would be greatly appreciated.  
Please contact the school office if you are able to assist. Tuckshop list and prices are on the 
school website. 

Manager: Amy Xu                     Tel: 9315 0799 
 
 
 
 



 
 

EDUCATION IN FAITH 

2020 Sacrament Dates 

 

A note has now gone home via CareMonkey to all families with children in Sacramental classes explaining the 

process this year and the events or lighthouses along the Sacramental journey for Reconciliation and 

Confirmation. If any further information is required or you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

our Religious Education Leader, Matthew Taylor, the school phone number or directly via his email: 

mtaylor@smaltona.catholic.edu.au 

 

Confirmation 

We are very much looking forward to seeing all candidates and their 

families next week for the Family Workshop on Wednesday 18th March in 

the School Hall at 7 pm. The session will be facilitated by Michele Linossier 

who is an educator and leader at Scotch College and presents as a part of 

the Presentation Family Ministries. 
 

Reconciliation 

Next weekend we expect to see all candidates for Reconciliation at one of 

the Rite of Commitment Masses. There are four masses to choose from over 

the weekend, 21 March 9:15 am and 6 pm OR 22nd March 8:30 and 10:30 

am. At the mass, the children will hand Father Michael a certificate of 

commitment and have prayer cards available for parishioners to take if they 

wish to pray for the children as they prepare for the Sacrament. 

Appointments for these will be during the months of May and June and will 

open for booking with the parish in Term 2. 

Time for prayer 

 

According to Scripture, 'It is the heart that prays. If our heart is far from God, the words of 

prayer are in vain.' (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2562). However, fitting prayer in a busy 

life can sometimes seem overwhelming even to the best of us, but in this season of Lent as we 

are called to pray more and as prayer is a special focus of ours here at St Mary’s in 2020, we 

are challenged to find a way. The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference recently republished 

an article on just this topic on their Australian Catholics website. The article can be found at 

the following address: 
 

https://www.catholicaustralia.com.au/spirituality-prayer/prayer-in-a-busy-life 

Lent 2020 

It is fantastic to see the Project Compassion boxes in each class begin to fill and hear them jingle with the generosity of 

our wonderful school community.  Remember, all monies raised during this campaign go back to Caritas who work with 

communities across Australia and the world through the principles and practice of community development, supporting 

people to help themselves out of poverty, hunger and injustice to bring relief and aid to people whose lives have been 

devastated by natural disaster or conflict. 

Weekly Class Masses 

 We look forward to Monday the 16th of March the 1/2 classes will lead the prayer assembly in commemoration of St 

Patrick’s Day at 2:20 pm.  

 We then look forward to Thursday the 19th of March when 3/4B and 3/4HK will lead the celebration of the Mass at 

9:15 am. 

 
We welcome you warmly to these events and would love to see you all there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mtaylor@smaltona.catholic.edu.au
https://www.catholicaustralia.com.au/spirituality-prayer/prayer-in-a-busy-life


 
 



 


