23" Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Year A

06 September, 2026

FORWHERETWOOR THREE
GATHER INMY NAME,
THERE AMTWITH THEM.

MATTHEW 18:20
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Readings: Sunday 06 September 2026
First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9
Second Reading: Romans 13:8-10
Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:15-20

Readings: Sunday 13 October 2026
First Reading: Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7
Second Reading: Romans 14:7-9
Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:21-35

Love is a word often used with reckless abandon,
yet for the Christian believer to love is a duty to seek
the good of the other, even at the cost of our own
comfort or without counting the cost. Today’s
readings remind the faithful Christian of this
fundamental dimension of the Christian life and how
we are called to put this into practice.

A message from the Director of the
Safeguarding Unit - (6 - 13 September is

National Child Protection Week) National Child
Protection Week is an important opportunity for us
all to renew our commitment to creating safe,
welcoming and respectful environments where
every child and young person is valued, heard and
protected.

Safeguarding is a shared responsibility and a
shared mission, which at its core is central to
Catholic teachings. It is reflected not only in our
policies and procedures, but in the everyday
actions of our parishes, ministries, and
communities. It is demonstrated in how we listen to
children, respond to concerns, and ensure that their
safety, wellbeing and inherent dignity remain at the
heart of all we do.

This Child Protection Week, we invite everyone
across our Archdiocese to reflect on how we can
each contribute to making our Church a safer place
for children and young people, and work to centre
their voice in the conversation.

| would also like to take this opportunity to sincerely
thank everyone across our parishes who contribute
to this important work. To our parish safeguarding
representatives, clergy, staff, volunteers and
community members; thank you for the time, care
and commitment you give to strengthening
safeguarding and helping create safe environments
for children and young people.

Together, we can help create communities where

every child feels safe, respected and supported.
Rachael Averbukh, Director of Safeguarding Unit

Please save this datel!

Farewell Mass for Archpriest Michael will

be at 10.30am on Sunday October 11t
2026. (No 8.30am Mass on this day). Please
bring a plate to share. If you would like to
make a donation to Archpriest Michael’s
farewell presentation on Sunday October
11th, please place your donation in an
envelope with the word ‘Michael” on the
front. You can then place it in any
collection basket during this month. Thank
you.

The Parish Council Members.

Catholic Mission sincerely thanks the parish
community of Mary Help of Christians for your
generous support of this year's Propagation of
the Faith Appeal. As the Pope's Mission Agency,
Catholic Mission is privileged to work with and
strengthen the local Church in more than 160
countries and over 1,100 dioceses. Your
contribution of $1,000.45 has been gratefully
received and will help bring education, dignity and
hope to children and families in Kampira, Malawi,
through the construction of a new primary school
and the ongoing mission of the local Church. Your
generosity is far more than a financial gift. It is a
tangible expression of this year's World Mission
theme, "One in Christ, United in Mission,"
reminding our sisters and brothers in Malawi that
they are not forgotten. Thank you for walking in
mission with the Church in Malawi.

St. Mary MacKillop’s Daily thoughts.....
Have courage and patience and God will help you
in all things.
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Liturgy Roster - 13 September 2026

Mass Times Lectors Special Ministers

6.00 pm Stephanie Tulilo Olive Chadowski
8.30 am Margaret Nicoli Volunteer
10.30am Lisa Zammit Noella Misquitta

Linen Roster Counting this week: | Counting next week:

September Team 2: 06.09.2026 | Team 3: 13.09.2026

Maryanne Leticia Mauricio Shaun Crosbie
Bartolo Raquel Arquesa Margaret Bond
Connie Manguiat John Shaw

Another article from Australian Catholic University
featuring Fr Deonildo de Andrade is available on
line on this link Blessed beyond words or type in your
browser the link below:
https://www.impact.acu.edu.au/Study-and-
learning/Blessed-beyond-words

Live Your Best Life in Love...
A Marriage Encounter weekend is a qift for every

married couple and priest

Every married couple and priest deserves to
experience this very special weekend.

Time-out to focus on your most precious
relationships. You will come away feeling more deeply
connected and with tools to help keep it alive.

No group sharing is required. The weekend is based
on Catholic values and couples of all faiths are very
welcome.

We have just one weekend remaining for 2026 -
don't miss this opportunity to nurture your most
precious relationship. Please check our website for
more details and to book your special weekend:
November 6-8th, 2026, St Paul's Retreat Centre,
Wantirna South. Starts Friday evening at 7pm and
finishes Sunday afternoon around 4:30pm.
Information/Bookings: Please phone Mercy & James
0409 183 676 or
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au \Website: wwm

e.org.au

You, son of man, I have appointed watchman for
the house of Israel...” - FEzekiel 33:7

Many of us are generous with our

gifts. However, many of us are not generous in
proportion to the gifts we have been given. How
often do we give at the minimum level

required? Remember, the Lovd calls us to
nurture and develop our gifts and to give back
with increase. He calls us to be generous with all
the gifts, especially the one that means the
most to us.

Recently Deceased
Sr. Helen Reed
Anniversaries & Remembrances:
Adelina Butkovic; George & Loreta Calleja;
Charlie Azzopardi; Joseph Ang; Eustaquia Superio;
Ernesto Aguilar; Moses Pantalleresco;
Nazzareno Bartolo; James Bartolo; Joe Cauchi;
Charlie Cauchi: Joseph Cauchi; Sam Gerada;
Emanuel Muscat; Anthony Ciantar; Carmelo Meilak;
Riccardo & Laurie Sammut
Prayers for the Sick:
Trish Aitken; Maura McCabe;
Anne Playnsek;
Alfred & Jane Farrugia
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Thanksgiving Envelopes — your next set of
envelopes are ready for collection from the Narthex.
Please take some time to find your envelope. You
will notice that some envelopes have attached to
them a larger envelope containing Child
Safeguarding Documents for parishioners who
are volunteers.

If you are not a Thanksgiving contributor but are a
volunteer (new or existing) please look for your
Safeguarding Envelope situated with the
Thanksgiving envelopes, on the righthand side, in
alphabetical order.

If you have a communion pyx that belongs to the
church, would you kindly return it asap. Thank

you

The next anointing Mass will be at 9.15am on
Saturday, September 12", 2026.

There are six Rose Bushes and some Wall
Plaques in the Memorial Garden, if you would
like to order one. Please contact Alex
Genovese on 0409 699 009 for all enquiries.

Prayer Service of Lament - 15 September 2026
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral Grounds, East Melbourne:
4pm.

Emergency Earthquake Appeal - Colombia. Help
provide emergency relief, restore vital community
services, and bring hope to children and families as
they recover. Salesian Missions Australia. Please
see posters on Narthex Notice Board with QR code
for donations.

St. Joseph by the Sea, Williamstown — Please
see flyers on the Narthex Notice Board, regarding
upcoming retreats during September; October &
November, 2026.
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<4 MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS CHURCH

PO Box 63, Altona 3018
Phone: 9398 2964
Mobile: 0434 088 900
Email: altona@cam.org.au

www.altonacatholic.org.au
ABN:29 213 076 983

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday 10am — 2pm
Parish Priest: Archpriest Michael Kalka. JP
Priest in Residence: Fr Deonildo de Andrade
Child Safety Officer: Mr Gavin Deller 0431 184 014
Principal: Mrs Sonia Riccardi 9398 4842
Mass Times: Saturday Vigil 6pm

Sunday 8.30am & 10.30am
Weekday Mass: Tuesday 5pm;

Wed to Sat 9.15am
(or as advertised in the Parish Bulletin and Parish Website)
Reconciliation: Saturday at 9.45am or by request
Anointing of the Sick
and Elderly: Once per quarter at Mass

or by request
Rosary: After the 9.15 a.m. Mass,

Wednesday to Saturday

Marriages & Baptisms: by appointment

Child Safety: The Catholic Parish of Altona is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults.

Privacy Principles: Commonwealth and Victorian Governments introduced legislation which deals with the manner in which public and private sector organisations may record, store and disclose
information including health information collected from individuals. The Catholic Parish of Altona is committed to upholding and implementing the Privacy Principles set out in the legislation.
First Collection: (Loose cash) For the support of the Archbishop, sick and retired priests and our Parish Priest.

Second Collection: (Stewardship Collection envelopes, cheques, credit cards and direct debits) for the management, upkeep and running of our Parish.
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Enquire about advertising
parish's newsletter.
L. 1800 245 077

@ advertising.austnews.net.au

NAPODIATRY ¢, Book your
O RS
— with us!

Julian Yacono
Over 30 Years Providing Podiatry Services To The Local Area. 31 Sargood St, Altona VIC 3018
follow us on facebook

35 Central Ave, (Cnr Millers Rd), Altona. Ph: 9398 8779
www.altonapodiatry.com.au

MOUNT ST. JOSEPH 133 Maidstone Street
GIRLS’ COLLEGE Altona Ph 8398 2000

Virtue Courage To apply or book a tour:
www.msj.vic.edu.au
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Candlepines

Family Friendly Service
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
Tailored Services
100% Family Owned and Operated

24 Hour Service, All Melbourne Suburbs

2/132 Maddox Road, Williamstown North

We are a nurturing learning and faith community where every
‘RCH]CHII;C]‘I'D 7, 1\"'1'1'/; Love individual is encouraged to excel in their academic, co-curricular and
J personal goals whilst bearing witness to the Gospel values.

www.candlepines.com.au 1300 722 635
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